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YOUR EXCELLENCIES,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
DEAR FRIENDS,

THANK YOU MRS. STIMSON.

THE SUMMIT OF THE FUTURE TO BE HELD IN 2024 HAS TO BE A MILESTONE
FOR OUR ORGANIZATION.

WHEN WE CELEBRATED THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS,
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL WAS REQUESTED TO REFLECT ON WAYS TO BETTER
ANSWER THE CALLS OF THE PEOPLES WE SERVE.

ALL OUR WORK, FOR THE LAST 77 YEARS NOW, HAS BEEN GROUNDED IN
THE OPENING OF OUR CHARTER, THE MOST ADMIRABLE POLITICAL ACHIEVEMENT
OF OUR HISTORY: “WE THE PEOPLES”.

FOR SOME TIME NOW, OUR PEOPLES HAVE BEEN LOOKING AT THE UNITED
NATIONS WITH HOPE AND EXPECTATIONS. AND SOMETIMES WITH FRUSTRATION
AND DISAPPOINTMENT.

MANY IN THE WORLD TODAY RIGHTFULLY FEAR TO SEE IT SINK INTO INFINITE
CRISES AND WE CANNOT LET THAT HAPPEN.

THE UNITED NATIONS MUST BE FIT FOR PURPOSE.

IN HIS REPORT ENTITLED “OUR COMMON AGENDA”, THE SECRETARY

GENERAL ANTONIO GUTERRES MADE SEVERAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO MEET
THIS CHALLENGE.
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR HIS LEADERSHIP AND FOR HIS IDEAS TO ADAPT THE

UNITED NATIONS, NOT ONLY TO TODAY'S CHALLENGES BUT ALSO TO THE REALITY
OF TOMORROW.

MULTILATERALISM AND SOLIDARITY ARE KEY. WE MUST MOBILIZE ALL OUR
POLITICAL WILL AND UNITE IN FAVOR OF A MORE EFFICIENT UNITED NATIONS
AND A BETTER, MORE EQUAL AND MORE RESILIENT WORLD.

THIS COMMITMENT TO CHANGE THE COURSE OF THE ORGANISATION WAS
TAKEN BEFORE THE AGGRESSION ON UKRAINE, DIRECTLY VIOLATING THE
CHARTER AND INTERNATIONAL LAW, INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN
LAW.

IT WAS ALSO TAKEN BEFORE THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND ITS GLOBAL
CONSEQUENCES. THE HUMAN TOLL AND THE PRESSURES ON HEALTHCARE
SYSTEMS, ECONOMIES AND EMPLOYMENT HAVE BEEN UNPRECEDENTED AND WE
MUST BUILD BACK BETTER AND PREVENT FUTURE PANDEMICS.

JUST TWO WEEKS AGO, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OFFICIALLY DECIDED TO
HOLD THE SUMMIT OF THE FUTURE IN 2 YEARS (DAY TO DAY).

THIS SUMMIT CANNOT JUST BE ANOTHER MEETING WHERE THE WORLD
LEADERS MEET TO POINT AT CHALLENGES AND TAKE VAGUE PROMISES. NOW IS
TIME FOR ACTION. WE MUST RADICALLY REINVENT OUR WORLD AND GIVE
OURSELVES THE MEANS TO OVERCOME TODAY'S CHALLENGES AND ADDRESS
THOSE OF THE FUTURE.

WE HAVE TWO YEARS TO WORK HARD TO FIND COMMON SOLUTIONS TO
GLOBAL CHALLENGES.

THIS WORK ALREADY STARTED AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL SUBSTANTIVE
DISCUSSIONS ON THE SECRETARY GENERAL PROPOSALS ARE UNDER WAY.
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FOR INSTANCE, | WAS PLEASED TO LEARN THAT THE UNITED NATIONS

YOUTH OFFICE WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THIS MONTH. IT
IS AN EXTREMELY POSITIVE SIGN TO THE YOUNG GIRLS AND BOYS, ADOLESCENTS
AND YOUNG ADULTS OF THE WORLD. NEVER BEFORE HAD THE YOUNG
POPULATION BEEN BIGGER, MORE ACTIVE, MORE INFLUENTIAL AND MORE
DETERMINED TO PLAY A ROLE IN ITS FUTURE.

WE MUST NOT FAIL THEM.

IN HIS REPORT, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL IDENTIFIED MANY SECTORS THAT
NEED TO RECEIVE A STRONG IMPETUS CULMINATING IN THE SUMMIT OF THE
FUTURE IN 2024, INCLUDING PEACE AND SECURITY, DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY, AND
SUSTAINABLE AND PEACEFUL USE OF OUTER SPACE.

AMONG THE OTHER IDENTIFIED ELEMENTS, THE GOVERNANCE OF GLOBAL
PUBLIC GOODS IS, AS YOU ALL KNOW, CLOSE TO MY HEART.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS, | BELIEVE, IS THE MOTHER OF MANY DANGERS,
BUT ALSO OF MANY SOLUTIONS.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS IS CERTAINLY LESS VISIBLE THAN WARS,
PANDEMICS, DISEASES AND FAMINE. IT DOES NOT RECEIVE THE SAME MEDIA
COVERAGE. AND YET, THE TEMPERATURE'S VARIATIONS AND THE LOSS OF
ECOSYSTEMS WILL HAVE DIRE CONSEQUENCES, EVEN IF THEY ARE OFTEN
UNSEEN TO THE NAKED EYE.

OUR DECISIONS MUST BE FIRMLY BASED ON SCIENCE.

WE HAVE TO RECONCILE HUMANITY WITH THE PLANET AND THE NATURE.

FAILING TO DO SO WILL ONLY BRING HARDSHIPS AND SUFFERING WHEN WE

FACE THE WRATH OF EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS, FLOODS, DROUGHTS, GIANT
WILDFIRES, SEA LEVEL RISE. VA
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IF WE ARE UNABLE TO RECONCILE HUMANITY WITH THE PLANET AND

NATURE, WE WILL SEE DESTRUCTIONS, HUMANITARIAN CRISES, WARS AND
CONFLICTS FOR WATER OR OTHER RESOURCES, AND MASS EXODUS INCREASE.

IF WE FAIL TO ACT ON CLIMATE CHANGE, WE WILL PAY THE PRICE AND THE
WORLD WE WILL LEAVE TO OUR CHILDREN WILL BE IRREVERSIBLY DAMAGED
COMPARED TO THE ONE WE RECEIVED FROM OUR PARENTS.

AS YOU KNOW, MY COUNTRY IS ENGAGED, WITH THE STRONGEST
DETERMINATION, IN THE ONGOING INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS.

- ON CLIMATE CHANGE, WE NEED TO IMPLEMENT AND LIVE UP TO THE
EXPECTATIONS OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT, IN ORDER TO MITIGATE THE RISE
OF TEMPERATURES WHILE WE STILL CAN AND ADAPT TO THE EFFECTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE.

- ON BIODIVERSITY, WE MUST AGREE ON A FRAMEWORK TO BETTER PROTECT
BIODIVERSITY, INCLUDING BY BANNING CERTAIN SUBSTANCES AND LIMITING
CERTAIN TRADES.

-  ON THE HIGH SEAS, A GLOBAL AGREEMENT IS FINALLY IN SIGHT, INTER ALIA
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NETWORK OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS.

LASTLY, EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO FUTURE GLOBAL SHOCKS, SUCH AS
FUTURE PANDEMICS OR ECONOMIC CRISES, IS ANOTHER IMPORTANT ELEMENT
TO CONSIDER. WE DRAW THE SAME CONCLUSIONS YEAR AFTER YEAR, CRISIS
AFTER CRISIS. WHEN THE WORLD NEEDS A CONCERTED, RAPID, GLOBAL
RESPONSE, WE OFTEN FAIL TO COLLECTIVELY ACT WITH ONE VOICE, WITH ONE
GOAL.
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EXCELLENCIES,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
DEAR FRIENDS,

FOR ALL THESE REASONS, THE SUMMIT OF THE FUTURE MUST BE A CHANGE
OF PARADIGM AND REALIGN THE UNITED NATIONS WITH ITS FUNDAMENTAL

PURPOSE.

THANK YOU.



